
Anticipation led to celebration
as the byway community 

gathered on Thursday, June 13, 2002,
at Union Station in Washington,
D.C., to officially welcome 23 new
National Scenic Byways and 13
All-American Roads to the list of
America’s Byways. 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Norman Y. Mineta designated the
roads as National Scenic Byways
or All-American Roads based on
their archaeological, cultural, 
historic, natural, recreational 
and scenic qualities. “America’s
Byways are roads to the heart 
and soul of America,” said
Secretary Mineta. “Byways help
create a sense of pride in America.
They connect us to this country’s
beauty, history and culture.”
Secretary Mineta worked with a
panel of experts who considered the
roads nominated for designation
this year.  Panel members were
chosen based on, among other
things, their experience with 
the six qualities expected of 
All-American Roads and
National Scenic Byways.
To be designated as a National
Scenic Byway, a road must possess
at least one of the six intrinsic
qualities and be regionally significant.
These roads are often the “roads
less traveled.”
To receive an All-American Road
designation, a road must possess
multiple intrinsic qualities that
are nationally significant and
have one-of-a-kind features that
do not exist elsewhere. 

The road or highway must also 
be considered a “destination unto
itself.” That is, the road must 
provide an exceptional traveling
experience so recognized by 
travelers that they would make a
drive along the highway a primary
reason for their trip.
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